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Hi everyone! Hope you are keeping well. As your bishop, it is so good to be able to 

connect with you all as we begin our Catholic Education Week. As you might know, 

each year the Catholic community of Ontario engages in a week-long celebration to 

highlight the unique identity and distinctive contributions of Catholic education.  

 

This year, we will need to celebrate this week from a distance, everyone remaining 

at home. I hope this is not too hard on you. There is a danger for us to get discouraged 

and to lose hope, not knowing when things will get back to normal. But I have good 

news for you. This year’s theme is about “Igniting Hope”. How appropriate! 

 

Did you know that God expects you, as a Catholic, to be a beacon of hope? Christians 

are called to be witnesses of hope in the world. This is therefore the perfect time to 

put this virtue to good use. Our world desperately needs signs of hope, reasons to 

hope for a better world. So where will our world find hope? God is asking you to be 

that sign, that witness. 

 

My message to you today, will hopefully help you discover the beautiful gift of hope. 

I’m here to “Ignite your hope”. I pray that your Catholic school community will also 

be able to help you with that. That is what makes us different. 

 

What is hope? 

➢ Hope is expecting something good to happen and waiting for it with 

confidence. 

 

For a Christian, is hope any different?  

➢ Hope is the confidence that God is always with us, supporting and 

strengthening us during times when we might feel worried or alone.  

➢ Hope keeps us from becoming discouraged and sustains us during difficult 

times. 

➢ During this time of isolation because of the COVID-19 pandemic, hope 

reminds us that even when our lives are temporarily changed, even when we 

cannot be with our friends, even when all our outside activities are cancelled, 

God can guide us to find new ways to come together and to be together.  



➢ But most of all, Jesus is our hope.  Hope is knowing that Jesus is alive and 

present in our world, in our Church, in our families, in our schools, and in the 

heart of every one of us. 

➢ Living our lives with Jesus as our guide and our Lord gives us all reason to 

hope, because nothing can separate us from the love Jesus has for us; not even 

COVID-19. 

➢ Jesus is more than a good friend, he is my life. In Jesus, I find my teacher, my 

healer and my redeemer. No one has power like Jesus to do good and bring 

joy in people’s lives. 

 

 

Prayer 

 

So, as we think about this, let us pray: 

God, our Creator, you are our hope and light. We are your people, a people of hope. 

Bless us, Lord, and send your Spirit upon us. Bless us with the gift of hope so that 

we may share it with others through our love and caring. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

May God bless you and keep your from harm. In the name of the Father, and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

I wish you all a happy Catholic Education Week! 

 


